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G R A M M A R  

Complete the article by filling in the gaps with the proper verb form or verb tense. Write your 
answers in the spaces provided. 

FIRMS ARE VULNERABLE TO CRIME  
Low numbers in Slovakia 00……could mean….. (mean, can) lower awareness.  

  Almost one-third of Slovak companies 01……………………………………….. (be) the victim of some kind 

of economic crime over the past two years. And while most firms assume their control mechanisms work 

perfectly, 67% of all the cases 02……………………………………….. (uncover) by accident or through 

internal whistle-blowing, a recent study suggests.   

  The global economic survey for 2007 from PricewaterhouseCoopers (PwC) found that economic crime 

03……………………………………….. (report) less often in Slovak companies than the world average.  

  The report polled 78 Slovak companies and found that 32% 04……………………………………….. (hit) by 

economic crime. The global average was 43%, and the EU average was 50%. The Czech Republic´s rate 

05……………………………………….. (be) almost double Slovakia´s, with 61%. 

  The survey polled 5,400 companies around the world, in cooperation with Germany´s Martin Luther 

University. It 06……………………………………….. (focus) on different forms of economic crimes: fraud, 

accounting fraud, corruption and bribery, money laundering, copyright violations and other types of crime.  

 Companies 07……………………………………….. (admit) to a very small amount of sophisticated crimes, 

such as accounting fraud.  It is possible that many crimes that are more sophisticated 

08……………………………………….. (yet, reveal) . 

 At first glance, it 09……………………………………….. (seem, may) that economic crime is not such a 

serious problem in Slovakia. But the relatively low number of frauds might be a result of the lack of awareness 

of the danger of economic crimes, and a low number of reported crimes. The number is below average. It is 

thought that some cases, even those involving management, 10……………………………………….. (reveal) .  

 Jaroslav Ivor, a former chief police investigator also assumes that the crime rate is probably much higher than 

the survey indicated. He thinks that when firms reveal a problem with one of their employees, they often want 

to 11……………………………………….. (solve) internally within the firm´s authority, and they cannot make 

the case public. They simply do not want to damage their credibility in relation to other firms by 

12……………………………………….. (show) that they employed criminals.   

  It could also be that they 13……………………………………….. (have) negative experiences with the police 

or the prosecution bodies, and they do not want the police to go into their firms, Ivor said.  

  No business sector is immune to fraud, according to the PwC survey. However, the insurance and retail sectors 

14……………………………………….. (hit, most frequently), with 57% of the companies 

15……………………………………….. (admit) it in the survey. 

 
Total Points: ............./15pts 
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V O C A B U L A R Y  
Read the article below. Use the word given in CAPITALS at the end of each line to form a word that fits 
in the space in the same line. Write your answers in the spaces provided. 

The Slovak – 00 – is attempting to cure the  GOVERN  00…government ….. 

country´s long-term  – 01 –  woes by subsiding    EMPLOY  01 ………………………….. 

companies that employ a higher number of  – 02 –  SOCIETY  02………………………….. 

vulnerable people.  

  Though the model is  – 03 – used abroad, Slovakia´s WIDTH   03 ………………………….. 

business sector remains  – 04 –  saying it might be CAUTION  04 ………………………….. 

difficult to keep the system transparent.   

  Slovakia´s current -  05 -  rate of about 11 per cent  JOB   05 ………………………….. 

is its lowest since 1996, but long-term problems with 

jobs is still a - 06 –  problem in many parts of the   PERVADE  06………………………….. 

country. The Labour – 07 – hopes its so-called ʻsocial MINISTER  07 ………………………….. 

companies̓ can bring some - 08 – to these regions   RELIEVE  08………………………….. 

by offering employment to – 09 –,  people over 50, YOUNG  09 ………………………….. 

single parents and those caring for three or more children. 

  The eligible – 10 – for these vulnerable employees   CATEGORISE  10………………………….. 

are under-25-olds who have been out of work for  

 at least two years after – 11 -; people over 50 who have GRADUATE  11………………………….. 

been registered as unemployed for at least 12 months; 

people who have never worked or studied  

because of their – 12 – duties; parents or  PARENT  12 ………………………….. 

 – 13 –  of three or more children; single parents; and GUARD  13 ………………………….. 

people with physical and mental - 14 –. ABLE  14 ………………………….. 

  The draft  – 15 – to the law on employment services  REVISE  15 ………………………….. 

has laid the groundwork for social companies.  

It has formed the law in a way that should make it 

possible for a wide  – 16 – of employers to VARY  16 ………………………….. 

- 17 – social company status.  REQUIRE  17 ………………………….. 

  The business community says the most important step 

to setting up these companies will be to secure  

 – 18 –  in the whole process.  TRANSPARENT 18 ………………………….. 

Many organisations understand the proposal as an  

 – 19 –  of the existing system of protected workrooms.  EXTEND  19 ………………………….. 

They fear the social company system would be vulnerable 

to abuse in Slovakia. The ministry said the conditions for  

companies to receive the - 20 – are defined by the  SUBSIDIZE  20 ………………………….. 

legislation. Total Points: ............./10pts 
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R E A D I N G  C O M P R E H E N S I O N  

Read the article about pubs in Britain. For questions 01-10, decide which of the sentences (A-M) above 
the article best fits into each of the numbered gap in the article. There are three extra sentences. 

A being friendly 
B being invited 
C observing formalities 
D to be reserved  
E to criticise him for his appearance 
F are told to 
G to be no rules at all 

H displayed in public 
I meeting an acquaintance 
J becoming dominant 
K to be your own business 
L when making a request 
M to obey some quite rigid rules 

The tourist view of Britain involves lots of formal ceremonies. Encouraged by this, some people have 

drawn the conclusion that the British are rather formal in their general behaviour.  This is not true. There is 

a difference between 01 ……… and being formal in everyday life. Attitudes towards clothes are a good 

indication of this difference. It all depends on whether a person is playing a public role or a private role. 

When people are ʻon duty̓, they have 02 ……… on this matter. A male bank employee, for example, is 

expected to wear a suit and tie, even if he cannot afford a very smart one.  

  On the other hand, when people are not playing a public role – when they are just being themselves – 

there seem 03 ……… . The British are probably more tolerant of ʻstrange̓ clothing than people in most 

other countries. What you wear is considered 04 ………. You may find, for example, the same bank 

employee, on his lunch break in hot weather, walking through the streets with his tie round his waist and 

his collar unbuttoned. He is no longer ʻat work̓ , so he can look how he likes – and for his employers 

05……… would be seen as a gross breach of privacy. 

  This difference between formalities and formality is the key to what people from other countries 

sometimes experience as a coldness among the British. The key is this: 06 ……… in Britain often involves 

showing that you are not bothering with the formalities. This means not addressing someone by his or her 

title (Mt, Mrs, Professor, etc.), not dressing smartly when entertaining guests, not shaking hands when 

meeting and not saying ʻplease̓ 07 ……… . When they avoid doing these things with you, the British are 

not being unfriendly or disrespectful – they are implying that you are in the category ʻfriend̓ , and so all the 

rules can be ignored. To address someone by their title or to say ̒please̓ is to observe formalities and 

therefore distancing. The same is true of shaking hands. Although this sometimes has the reputation of 

being a very British thing to do, it is actually rather rare. Most people would do it only when being 

introduced to a stranger or when 08 ……… (but not a close friend) after a long time.  

 Similarly, most British people do not feel welcomed if, on 09 ……… to somebody’s house, they find the 

host in smart clothes and a grand table set for them. They do not feel flattered by this – they feel 

intimidated. It makes them fell they can’t relax. Buffet-type meals, in which people do not sit down at table 

to eat, are a common form of hospitality. If you are in a British person’s house and 10 ……… ʻhelp 

yourself̒  to something, your host is not being rude or suggesting that you are of no importance – he or she 

is showing that you are completely accepted like ʻone of the family̓.   Points: ............./10pts 
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L I S T E N I N G  C O M P R E H E N S I O N  

You will hear an interview with U.S. First Lady Michelle Obama. Listen carefully and decide 
whether the statements are true (T), false (F) or not stated (NS).  
 
Circle your answers. You will score half a point for each correct answer. 
 
You will hear the interview one time only. 

 

T  /  F  /  NS   1. This is Oprah’s first visit to the White House.  

T  /  F  /  NS   2. Michelle’s mother is Marian Robinson. 

T  /  F  /  NS   3. Michelle calls the White House the ‘people’s house’. 

T  /  F  /  NS   4. Everything related to moving to the White House happened too quickly for Michelle. 

T  /  F  /  NS   5. The Obama children did not want to walk during the inauguration parade. 

T  /  F  /  NS   6. All of the Obamas’ visitors to the White House left immediately after the 
inauguration. 

T  /  F  /  NS   7. Michelle starts working early in the morning. 

T  /  F  /  NS   8. Michelle leaves work at 5 pm. 

T  /  F  /  NS   9. Since moving into the White House, the Obamas have not had dinner together. 

T  /  F  /  NS   10. Michelle usually sees her husband in his office. 

 
 
 

Total Points: ............./10pts 
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VOCABULARY: PROGRESSIVE TEST  

 

List as many items of clothing as you can. You will score 1 point for every 5 correctly spelled 
answers. 
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